Introductions
!
First impressions are so important. How many
times have you heard that? It is true that the first
impression--whether it’s a first meeting with a person or the first sentence of a paper-sets the stage for a lasting opinion.
!
The introductory paragraph of any paper, long or short, should start with a
sentence that piques the interest of the readers. This is your only shot to being so
clever that the reader can’t stop reading your paper. Being clever and writing an
introduction can be very difficult. Some good writers start with their introductions, but
most great writers make a general attempt and then come back at the end of the
assignment to write their great introduction last. Whether you write your introduction
first or you write it last, just make sure you write a good one. Always, always begin
your essay with an attention grabber!

Attention Grabbing Introductory Techniques and Examples
1.

Startling Information:

This information must be true and verifiable, and it
doesn’t need to be totally new to your readers. It could simply be a pertinent fact
that explicitly illustrates the point you wish to make.

!
The pentagon has twice as many bathrooms as necessary. The famous
government building was constructed in the 1940s when segregation laws required
that separate bathrooms be installed for !African descents.
!
Have a minute? Good. Because that may be all it takes to save the life of a
child--your child. Accidents kill nearly 8000 children under the age of 15 each year.
And for every fatality, 43 more children are admitted to the hospitals for treatment.
!
You may not realize it, but you share your birthdya with at least nine million other
people. Nine million people were born on the same day you were, and nine million
people could be celebrating their special day at the same time you ar

2. Anecdote:

This is a story that illustrates a point. The story can be real or
made up. Be sure the story is relevant to your topic. You might also want to refer
back to story in your conclusion. This is my favorite technique!

!
Yesterday morning I watched as my obnoxious, older, know it all sister left for
school with a white glob of toothpaste gleaming on her chin. I felt no regret until she
stepped on the bus.
!
I raced down the half empty hallway with my math books in my hand. I thought
to myself, “Not again! I cannot be late for the 3rd time or I will get a detention.” Just as
I rounded the corner and made a sharp !left turn into class as the clock turned, I ran
smack into my teacher. All of my books went flying and all I saw was her growling
face. Now !one could say that I needed to make better use of my time, but the 25
minutes we have to eat our lunch is far to short! We are in need of a !longer lunch
hour.

3.Dialogue:

Use 2-3 sentence exchange between speakers to illustrate your

point.
!
“Mom, Mom, Please,” I begged. I just really wanted to go.
!
!
“Sorry honey, but no means no,” is what I heard, but I really did not care, I was
going anyway.

4.Famous quote:

This could be 1-3 sentences that makes a lasting impression

with reader.
“If women were intellectually unequal to me, it was only because of the limits placed on them
by tradition, and by inferior education,” Ben Franklin once said.
!

!

“America will never be destroyed from the outside. If we falter and lose our freedoms, it will be

because we destroyed ourselves,” Abe Lincoln said.

Things NOT to do in an introductory paragraph:
1. Announce your intentions.

Do not flatly announce what your are going

to do in an essay.
!
!
In this paper I will....
!
!
The purpose of this essay is to...
2. Apologize. Never suggest that you don’t know what your talking about or that
you’re not enough of an expert in this matter that your opinion would matter.

3.Use a dictionary or encyclopedia definition.
!

!

According to the Webster’s dictionary....

Conclusions
!
The conclusion brings closure to the readers, summing up your points or
providing a final perspective on your topic. The conclusion should review the main
points without restating them exactly and describe your feelings about the topic. You
should always tie your conclusion back to your introductory technique.
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