
World War II Memorial

1. Watch the video, narrated by Tom Hanks. Hanks was 

instrumental in getting a memorial built to honor World 

War Two Veterans.

2. Write three to five interesting things you learned 

about the memorial. 

This memorial honors the 16 million who served in the armed 

forces of the U.S. during World War II, the more than 400,000 

who died, and the millions who supported the war effort from 

home. Symbolic of the defining event of the 20th Century, the 

memorial is a monument to the spirit, sacrifice, and commitment 

of the American people to the common defense of the nation 

and to the broader causes of peace and freedom. Above all, the 

memorial stands as an important symbol of American national 

unity, a timeless reminder of the moral strength and awesome 

power that can flow when a free people are at once united and 

bonded together in a common and just cause.

Kilroy was here is an American popular 

culture expression that became popular 

during World War II; it is typically seen in 

graffiti. Its origins are debated, but the 

phrase and the distinctive accompanying 

doodle — a bald-headed man (sometimes 

depicted as having a few hairs) with a 

prominent nose peeking over a wall with the 

fingers of each hand clutching the wall — 

became associated with GIs in the 1940s.
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